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BILL 

For the Relief, in certain Cases, of Tenants at Will of Land 
in Ireland used for Agricultural Purposes. 



[Note.— The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in tlie Committee.] 



it is expedient that Tenants of Land used for Preamble. 

Agricultural Purposes in Ireland, holding the same at will, 
should receive compensation to the extent and in the cases here- 
inafter mentioned; it tfiercfotc aEnacteh, by The QUEEN's 
5 most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the 

Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament ^ 
assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT in the con- interpretation 
struction and for the purposes of this Act, the following words and 
expressions shall have the meanings hereby assigned to them, unless 
10 there be something in the subject or context repugnant to such con- 
struction ; (that is to say) 

Words importing the singular number only shall include also the 
plural number, and words importing the plural number shall 
include also the singular number ; 

j g Words importing the masculine gender only shall include females : 

The word “ Tenant ’L shall mean a person in the actual occupa- 
tion of land for agricultural purposes, with or without build- 
ings thereon and appurtenances thereto, otherwise than as 
Landlord, and not under or by virtue of any lease or written 
agreement for a lease : 
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The term “Land used for agriciilhiral purposes” shall mclude 
not onW land used for the common purposes of agriculture but 
also land used as orchard, garden or pasture ground ; but shall 
not include land lieUI in or for conacre, or for the purpose of 
beimr cropped or depastured for one or more seasons only, or 
for tte purpose of being built upon, or otherwise held or con- 
sidered to be held solely or principally for the purpose of 
having dwelling-houses or other erections built thereon ; 

The word “ Building” shall mean any dwelling-house or tene- 
ment used or intended as an habitation, and any erection used 

or intended as a place for the shelter or housmg of animals. 

or for the storing, keeping, threshing or winnowing of corn or 
other farm produce, or for the keeping, housing or protection 
of agricultural implements and stock, or for any other pm - 
pose connected with the occupation of land for agncultura 
purposes *. 

The word “ Landlord ” shall mean the person entitled at law 
or in eouity to the immediate possession of land, subject to oi 
on the determination of the interest of the Tenant for the time 
bcinv of such land, and shall include tlie person entitled as oo 
aforesaid to any land which shall be in the possession of any 
Tenant, whether such Tenant shall or shall not be m the right- 
ful possession thereof, and also shall include the person entitled 
to the rents and profits of any land occupied for agricultural 
purposes by any Tenant : 

The words “Serve or give notice” shall mean either personal 
service or service on the Attorney, Bailiff, Steward or Kece.ve. . 
of or by delivery at the place of abode of the person to be 
served, or to whom notice is to be given, and transmission 
throueh the post to the last known address of such person 30 
within such time as to admit of its delivery within the period 
prescribed (if any) for the delivery of the notice to be served ; 

Ld in proving the service of any notice by the post, it shall 
be sufficient to prove that the notice was directed as befoie 
required, and so put into the post-office. 

And be it Enacted. That from and after the passing of this Act 
when any Tenant at will of land used for agricultural purposes shal 

rile paid to the Landlord or to any other person, or have bound 
himsehto pay for the possession or occupancy of such land , any sum 
If money to Iddition to the rent payable in respect of such land, then 40 
aid in elery such case, the Landlord shall previously toenforcmg and 
I r^Lgtoto effect any process for the recovery of the possess, on 
such tod, give notice to such Tenant, either that he, the Landloid, 
Ivtng to'ply to such Tenant as aforesaid the amount of the money 



25 
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which he shall have so paid or have bound himself to pay as aforesaid, 
or a fair proportion thereof, regard being had to the previous enjoy- 
ment of the same land by such Tenant, or if the Landlord shall think 
proper to grant such lease as next hereinafter mentioned, then that he, 
i the Landlord, is willing to grant to such Tenant, pursuant to the pro- 
visions of this Act, a lease of his land, and either the Landlord or 
Tenant shall have power to require the amount of the money which 
shall be payable as aforesaid, to be ascertained by aibitration, m 
manner hereinafter expressed ; and in case such Landlord shall make 
10 default in giving such notice as aforesaid, any proceedings which he 
shall take for the eviction of such Tenant shall be deemed illegal. 

And be it Enacted, That any lease which shall be offered as afore- LejJj™ 
said shall be granted for a term of at least Fourteen Years, and shall pay„,eni of 
reserve a rent, not exceeding the rent at which such land shall im- 
mediately before the granting thereof have been occupied by the 
Tenant to whom the lease is to be granted, and shall contain only 
such covenants, restrictions and agreements as are necessary for the 
proper cultivation of the land, and shall be granted at the expense of 
the Landlord, and shall be an equivalent for and in full discharge and 
20 acquittal of such sum of money as shall have been paid by such 
Tenant as aforesaid. 

4 - 

And be it Enacted, That in case any Tenant shall not agree to 
accept and receive such compensation, or to accept such lease, as the comi^nsaUo^ 
case may be, within Twenty-one Days from the time when such notice teagc, imd 
2, as aforesaid shall have been given by the Landlord, or shall not 

receive such compensation and give to the Landlord peaceable pos- tad. 
session of the laoci, or accept such lease, as the case may be, within 
Twenty-one Days after the compensation or lease, as the case may be, 
shall have been tendered, and with respect to a lease, shall not execute, 
on if required, and deliver to the Landlord a counterpart of the lease 
(such counterpart to be at the expense of the Landlord), such Tenant 
shall be deemed to have released all claim in respect of such compen- 
sation as aforesaid, and all claim to have such lease as aforesaid 
uranted to him ; and in any such case it shall be lawful for the Land- 
35 Ford to proceed for the recovery of possession of the said land. 

And be it Enacted, That where any Tenant at will of land used for 

agricultural purposes shall at his own cost have erected or repatrad.m^ 

shall hereafter at his own cost erect or repair, any building for agricul- i^uiaings. 
tnral purposes on such land, or shall have expended any money for fte 
40 purpose of permanently improving, and shall have permanently im- 
proved the same land, or shall, within Twelve calendar Months pre- 
viously to the commencement of any process for the recovery of the 
possession of the land in his occupation, have expended any money in 
17S. 
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the dressing and preparing the same land, or any part thereof, for 
cultivation, and shall not at such period have derived the full benefit 
of such last-mentioned expenditure, then and in every such case the 
I.ancilord shall, previously to enforcing and carrying out any process 
for the recovery of the possession of such land, give notice to such ^ 
Tenant that he (the Laiirllord) is willing to pay to such Tenant as 
aforesaid such sum of money in respect or on account of building, im- 
provement and cultivation as shall be a fair equivalent for the cost 
and value of the same, regard being had to the previous enjoyment 
by the said Tenant of the said land, or if the J-a.ndlord shall think lo 
proper to grant such lease, as next hereinafter mentioned, then that 
he (the Landlord) is willing to grant to such Tenant, pursuant to the 
provisions of this Act, a lease of his land, and either the Landlord or 
Tenant shall have the power to require the amount of the money 
which shall be payable as aforesaid, or the terms of lease to be granted 15 
as last mentioned, to be ascertained by arbitration under this Act ; 
and in ease such Landlord shall make default in giving such notice as 
aforesaid, any proceedings which he shall take for the eviction of such 
Tenant shall be illegal. 
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And be it Enacted, That any lease which shall be offered as last- 
mentioned shall be granted for such a term of years as shall be equiva- 
lent in value to the whole amount of the monies paid or expended by 
the Tenant as last aforesaid for the buildings, permanent improve- 
ments and outlay for cultivation of the same land, and shall reserve a 
rent not exceeding the rent at which such lands shall, immediately 
before the granting thereof, have been occupied by the Tenant to whom 
the lease is to be granted, and shall contain only such covenants, re- 
strictions and agreements as shall be necessary for the proper culti- 
vation of the land, and shall be granted at the expense of the Landlord, 
and shall be an equivalent for and a full discharge and acquittal of all 
such sums of money as shall have been paid or expended by such 
Tenant as aforesaid. 
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And be it Enacted, That when any Tenant of land used for agri- 
cultural purposes shall have jjaid to the Landlord, or to any other 
person with his consent, for the possession or occupancy thereof, any 35 
sum of money in addition to the rent payable to such Landlord in 
respect of such land, and shall also have expended monies in erecting 
or repairing such building or making* such improvements as afore- 
said on the said land, or for such other purposes as aforesaid, then 
and in every such case the Tenant shall be entitled to claim, as afore- 40 
said, compensation in respect both of money paid for occupancy and 
also of money expended as aforesaid, or a fair proportion thereof, re- 
gard being had to the previous enjoyment by the said Tenant; and 
such money may either he taken into account in estimating the term 

of 
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of years for rvliich the Tenant may liscorae entitled to a lease of such 
land under the provisions of this Act, or not, at the option of such 
Tenant ; and that until such money as shall be so payable as last 
aforesaid shall have been either paid to such Tenant or estimated 
5 and taken into account in the grant of such lease as aforesaid, it shall 
not be lawful for the Landlord to lake proceedings to evict such 
Tenant. 



10 



15 



20 



And be it Enacted, That in case any Tenant to whom compensa- 
tion in money or a lease shall be offered in respect of expenditure for 
improvements, or other snch outlay as aforesaid, shall not agree to 
accept and receive such compensation or to accept such lease, as the 
case maybe, within the period of Twenty-oue Days from, the time 
when such notice as aforesaid shall have been given by the Landlord 
or shall not receive snch compensation and give to the Landlord 
peaceable possession of the land, or accept such lease, as the case 
may be within Twenty-one Days after the compensation or lease, as 
the case may be, shall have been tendered ; and with respect to a lease, 
shall not execute, if required, and deliver to the Landlord a counter- 
part of the lease, (snch counterpart to be at the expense of the Land- 
lord), such Tenant shall be deemed to have released all claim in 
respect of such compensation as last aforesaid, and all claim to have a 
lease granted to him ; and in any such case it shall be lawful for the 
Landlord to proceed for the recovery of the possession of the same 
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land. 

Provided also, and he it Enacted, That if any Tenant of land used 
for agricultural purposes shall at any time during his occupancy have 
erected or permitted, without the consent of the Landlord, any other 
person ’to erect any building, or otherwise to settle upon the land so 
Lnpied bv such Tenant, or any part thereof, then and in every sue 
30 case the Tenant so acting shall be held to be and shall he debarred 
from claiming or recovering any such compensation as aforesaid, 
either in respect of occupation or in respect of money paid or ex- 
pended by him, on any account whatsoever, 



Case of Te- 
nants who 
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40 



And be it Enacted, That in case any Landlord shall demand pos- 
session or commence any process for the eviction of any Tenant of ^ f„„bi- 
or from land used for agricultural purposes, and such Tenant shall 
claim compensation under the provisions of this Act, and such Land- 
lord and Tenant shall not, within the period of TKOit^-mie Days after 
such claim shall he made as aforesaid, come to an agreement in respect 
thereof then and in every snch case such claim shall, upon the request 
of either party, be referred to the decision of Two Arbitrators, or 
their Umpire ; and such Arbitrators and Umpire shall be named and 
appointed as hereinafter mentioned ; (that is to say) each 
178. ® 
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dispute shall suhmit the names of Two persons to the Magistrates 
sitting in petty sessions for the disiriot, at their then next petty ses- 
sions, or to the Assistant Barrister for the time being of the county 
within which such land shall be situate, at his then next court ; and 
such Magistrates, or a majority of them, or such Assistant Barrister, 5 
as the case may be, shall, out of the names so submitted to them or 
him by each party as aforesaid, select and nominate One person ; and 
the Two per.sons so selected and nominated shall be the Arbitrators 
for the purpose aforesaid, and shall, immediately upon being so 
selected and nominated, choose some Third person to be their Umpire ; 10 
aiid such Landlord and Tenant shall, within Seven Days after the 
nomination of such Arbitrators as aforesaid, submit the matter in 
dispute between them to the same Arbitrators ; and the Arbitrators or 
Umpire shall be at liberty to go into the whole matter, and all cir- 
cumstances connected with or arising out of the matter referred, and 15 
to make orders with respect thereto, and with respect to the costs of 
the arbitration and other costs in the matter; and the decision of such 
Arbitrators, or of their Umpire, as the case may be, shall be final, 
nnless appealed against in manner hereinafter expressed, and shall be 
observed by both parties ; and the provisions of this Act with respect 20 
to arbitration shall extend to authorize and direct the settlement of 
any difference which there may be touching any matter arising out of 
or connected with this Act ; and that either party in difference may, 
by written notice, require the other to submit as aforesaid the names 
of Two persons, and to proceed to arbitration, and the other party 25 
shall accordingly do so within Seven Days after notice : Provided 
always, That the award of the said Arbitrators or their Umpire shall 
be made or written SLv Weeks from the time of such submission to 
them as aforesaid : Provided also, That in case any Tenant making 
such claim- as aforesaid shall not, within such period as aforesaid, 30 
submit the names of Tw-o persons on his part for the purpose afore- 
said, the claim made by him against his Landlord shall be and be 
deemed to have been extinguished and abandoned, and shall not be 
capable of being renewed at any time thereafter ; Provided also, That 
in case such Arbitrators as aforesaid or their Umpire shall not, within 35 
the period hereby limited for that purpose, make their award upon 
the matter submitted as aforesaid, then and in every such case such 
matter shall be summarily decided by such Magistrates or Assistant 
Barrister a.s aforesaid, at their or his sitting which shall occur next 
after such default shall have been made by the said Arbitrators or 40- 
their Umpire. 

And be it Enacted, That if in any case wherein an award shall 
have been made by Arbitrators or their Umpire under this Act, any 
Landlord or Tenant shall think himself aggrieved thereby, it shall be 
lawful for the party conceiving himself to be aggrieved to appeal 

against 
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against such award to the Court of the Assistant-Barrister for tlie 
county wherein the matter of dispute shall have arisen at his silting 
next after the award shall have been made, but not afterwards ; and 
if it shall appear to such Court that the objections so made to the 
5 said award were valid, it shall thereupon be lawful for such Court to 
cancel, alter or amend such award, or summarily to decide the matter 
in dispute, or, if he shall see fit, to appoint an Arbitrator or Valuator 
to make a new award in the matter of such claim, whose decision 
shall be final, and it shall not be lawful to appeal therefrom. 

1 0 And be it Enacted, That no Tenant shall be entitled to or shall recover, 

in respect of any money which he shall have paid or bound iiitnself 
to pay for the possession or occupancy of Land, any sum greater than 
the amount of Years’ purchase or less than the amount 

of Years’ purchase of the rent which at the time of his con- 

15 tracting for such possession or occupancy shall have been payable in 
respect of the same land ; and that in estimating the smn which, under 
the provisions of this Act, shall be payable to such Tenant in such 
respect as aforesaid, the said Arbitrators or Umpire shall take into 
account the length of time during which such person shall have occu- 
30 pied and enjoyed tlie said land. 

And be it Enacted, That in estimating the monies payable in 
respect of any building erected or repaired, or improvements effected, 
or monies expended in preparing the land for cultivation by any 
Tenant, or the terms of the lease to be granted as an equivalent for 
35 such monies as aforesaid, the said Arbitrators or Umpire shall take 
into account the extent of the land occupied by such Tenant as afore- 
said, the buildings requisite for such extent of land, and the kind of 
cultivation suitable to the same land, and the length of time during 
which such Tenant shall have occupied and enjoyed the same build- 
30 ings, improvements and land, and shall make allowance to such 
Tenant as aforesaid, only for or in respect of such building, improve- 
ments or cultivation as may be requisite for and suitable to such 
extent of land and cultivation as aforesaid. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Landlord against whom claim for 
35 compensation shall be made by any such Tenant as aforesaid shall 
think that his land or interests have been injured by any neglect, im- 
proper system of culture, or other proceedings of such Tenant in the 
care, management or use of his lands or the buildings thereon, it shall 
be lawful for such Landlord to rebut such claim therewith, and to 
40 require the Arbitrators or Umpire to inquire into the claim made by 
such Landlord, and to make such allowances thereon as to such Arbi- 
trators or Umpire may seem just j and all such allowances, as well as 
all rent or arrears of rent due to the Landlord by the Tenant, shall, in 

178. C all 
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,1 ™,es of allowance for compensation for building or improvements 
r tind orctherwise, be discharged out of the money pa.d or 
t ’ Ur tn he awarded for the purposes of such compen- 
-'and ^t'any award shall be made in favour of the Landlord 
:rding tbl aTount of compensation claimed by the Tenant rt 
shall be lawful for such Landlord to recover the arnount so awarded 
by all the same means and powers as he could use f°‘' " 

rent or arrears of rent, and to sell the goods and chattels u h 
Tenant by such processes, wherever the san.e shall be found 

Ireland. 
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and whereas powers are given by divers statutes, by means of 
, . , which works of improvement may be effected by the jomt contnbutron 

= of Landlord and Tenant, and in other cases like improvements are 

ffilord jointly made by private arrangements between j ; 

„d Tenant. Enacted , That in all such cases the Landlord shall b S 

allowed to take credit for any amount so paid by him towards improve- 
ments on which the Tenant founds a claim for compensat.on, as also 
for any improvements executed at any lime, wholly or partially, by 
the Landlord, to such extent a, the Landlord has paid or in any 
manner allowed for the same by abatement of rent or othei wise. 20 
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And be it Enacted, That every lease and written agreement for a 
lease for agricultural purposes of laud, the reserved annual rent for 
which shall not exceed Fifl;/ Pounds per annum, and which shall be 
tor a term not exceeding Fourteen Years, and every assignment of any 
such lease or agreement, with actual possession of such land, shall be 5 
registered at the ofBce of the Clerk of the Peace for the county 
wteein such land shall be situate ; and that a copy of any such lease 
oraoreement, certified to be correct under the hand of the Clerk of the 
Peace for the time being for the same county, or his deputy, shall be 
le^al evidence of such lease or agreement in all actions or suits at law 3^ 
or” in equity, or before any arbitrator or umpire; and that the pro- 
visions of the Stamp Act in Ireland shall not apply to any such lease, 
agreement or assignment, or to any certified copy as aforesaid. 



And be it Enacted, That the fee which shall be payable to the said 
of of the Peace for registering any such lease or assignment as 35 

aforesaid shall not exceed the sum of One Shilling, and for any certi- 
fied copy of any such lease or assignment shall not exceed the sum of 
Four-'ptnee for each entire folio of Ninety words, and that such fees 
shall be paid to the said Clerk of the Peace at the time of tendering 
any such lease or assignment as aforesaid for registering, or previously 
to the delivery of any such certified copy as aforesaid, as the case may 
be, respectively. - 

And 
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And be it Enacted. That every such lease, agreement or as- 
aio-ntnent as aforesaid, which shall not be registered m manner 
hereinbefore provided, shall be deemed to be fraudulent and void 
against any subsequent lease of or agreement to let the same land 
5 and assignment of such last-mentioned lease or agreement, which shall 
have been registered in manner aforesaid ; and that every lease, agree- 
ment or assignment shall take priority and have precedence according 
to the order of the date of the registry thereof. 

19 - 

And be it Enacted, That in case any Landlord having agreed with pay 
10 any Tenant, or having been directed by any award made under the 
provisions of this Act, to pay any sum of money on any such account 
as hereinbefore mentioned, or to grant any such lease as hereinbefore |,i,itralor. 
mentioned, shall omit or neglect for the space of One ealmdar Month 
from the day on which such agreement shall be made, or the publica- 
15 tion of such award as aforesaid, to pay such sum of money or to grant 
any such lease as aforesaid, then, and in every such case, the sum of 
money so agreed or awarded to be paid by such Landlord, or the sum 
of money in lieu of, or as an equivalent for, which any such lease as 
aforesaid agreed or awarded to he granted by such Landlord shall, 

20 together with interest thereon, after the rate of Five per centum per 
annum as from the date of such agreement, or a publication of such 
award as aforesaid, be a lien upon the estates of such Landlord, and 
shall together with such interest be payable thereout, and shall take 
precedence as from such day as aforesaid, and be and be considered 
25 to be a debt by specialty, and until payment of such sura of money as 
aforesaid, and the interest thereon, or the granting of such lease as 
aforesaid, the said Tenant shall remain in quiet possession of the land 
then holden by him of the said Landlord, without any right of eviction 
in the said Landlord, and shah and may deduct such interest outof Ins 
30 reut : Provided always. That upon payment of such monies and interest 
thereon as aforesaid, or the granting of such lease as aforesaid, by the 
said Landlord, then and from thenceforth such lien shall cease and be 
extinguished as if this enactment had not been made, 

® 20 . 

AND whereas Tenants at will are oftentimes assessed for payment T™i. .t 

35 in order to make improvements from which they receive no beneht ; 

BE it Enacted, That no tax, charge or rate now or hereafter to be s,,e. 
charged upon or in respect of the occupancy of land, other than the 
poor-rate for the time being payable in respect of such land, shall or 
may hereafter be payable, demanded, recoverable or levied against 
0 any Tenant of land used for agricultural purposes being a Tenant at 
will. 

21 . 

And be it Enacted, That except to the extent and in manner herein 
provided, nothing in this Act shall prejudice any of the rights, either at 
,78. 
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law or in equity, of Lmdlords and Tenants, nor alter or repeal any 

Law relating to Landlords and Tenants; and that this Act shall not 

extend to any Tenant or person who does or shall hold land under 
any lease or written agreement for a lease. 

Art lo apply And be it Enacted, That this Act shall only apply to that part of the 5 
United Kingdom called Ireland. 

Artml'bs And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by 
any Act to be passed in the present Session of Parliament. 
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